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No human-to-human infection, is it true? Wuhan unknown virus pneumonia

increased to 44 cases. Hong Kong already found 3 cases

commonhealth.com www.commonhealth.com.tw 2020-01-04 Source: Web Only
Unknown viral pneumonia broke out in Wuhan, mainland China. The number of cases has increased from 27 to

44 in three days. The epidemic situation is expanding, but it has not been determined of which virus infection. In

Hong Kong, which is close to Taiwan and has heavy air traffic, three cases of unknown pneumonia have been found

already.

On the last day of 2019, there was an outbreak of "unknown cause of pneumonia" in Wuhan, China. On the Internet,
there was a case of severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS). On the same day, Wuhan City officially admitted the
discovery of 27 cases of "unknown pneumonia," of which 7 cases were severe, and declared "No obvious evidence of
human-to-human phenomenon". But only three days later, as of January 3, according to data published on the official
website of Wuhan, the number of patients has increased to 44, including 11 cases. However, the official insisted that
"no obvious evidence of human-to-human transmission was found."

Epidemic is expanding, 3 cases appear in Hong Kong

According to NTDTYV, as of 8 am on January 3, the Wuhan Health Commission notified they found 44 cases of
"diagnosed patients with unexplained viral pneumonia", of which 11 were severely ill. The clinical symptoms are
mainly fevering, a few get breathlessness, and near-invasive lesions in both lungs. Another 121 close contacts were
also included in the tracking list for medical observation.

On the day of the outbreak in Wuhan, there was a resurgence of severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) on the
Internet. Wuhan officials, however, said that the pathogen identification is still in progress, and "common respiratory
diseases" such as influenza, avian influenza, and adenovirus infection have been ruled out. However, it has not yet been
stated whether "SARS coronavirus infection has been ruled out." What worries the local medical community is that the
27 cases originally reported were in the South China seafood market, but the new cases are not limited to this area.

According to Hong Kong media reports, a pneumonia patient admitted to the Tuen Mun Hospital in Hong Kong
December 31, last month, has visited Wuhan in the past two weeks. The hospital urgently isolated patients, and the
preliminary test results ruled out avian influenza and SARS, which made Hong Kong people worry that the epidemic
would spread in Hong Kong. Today, two more patients with unknown symptoms of pneumonia were found after their
visiting Wuhan. The Hong Kong government has made a risk assessment and upgraded the vigilance level from "alert"
to "serious" and immediately developed quarantine measures at entry-exit ports which will increase the worry of Hong
Kong people.

CDA continues to monitor outbreaks

On the day of the outbreak of unknown pneumonia in Wuhan, China on December 31, the CDA started boarding and
quarantine for direct flights to Wuhan. In its press, the CDA released today, on-board quarantine for 7 flights have been
carried out and a total of 633 passengers and crew members have been quarantined. Among them, 6 passengers with
mild symptoms returned to their homes after assessment. One was diagnosed with influenza, another 1 was flu-like, 1
was with a common cold, 1’s fever had reduced, and the other 2 were followed up by the local government health
bureau. The CDA has been continueing to maintain the existing boarding and quarantine measures for direct flights
from Wuhan to Taiwan.

The CDC stated that Wuhan had unexplained pneumonia, and Lu Fang had initially determined that it was viral
pneumonia, but it had not yet determined which virus it was. The Department of Disease Control will continue to
monitor the development of the pneumonia epidemic, including clarifying the possible incidence of pathogens,
infectious mechanisms and follow-up of close contacts to facilitate risk assessment and adjustment of subsequent
epidemic prevention measures.

The CDA also called for the Hong Kong people, if people are going to Wuhan and nearby areas in the near future,
they should avoid going to the South China Seafood Market and contacting birds, and implement personal hygiene
measures such as washing hands with soap, wearing cough masks, and avoiding access to densely populated public
places and medical institutions. If you have fever or flu-like symptoms when you return to China, you should take the
initiative to inform airline personnel and airport and port quarantine personnel when you enter the country.
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