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Wuhan "Unknown Pneumonia' will be transmitted from person to person?

Doctor: "17 cases" is the key

CM Media www.cmmedia.com.tw 2020-01-07 10:24 Source:
In Wuhan City of Hubei Province, China, unknown pneumonia occurred in large outbreaks Wuhan
Municipal Health Committee noticed, as of 8:00 on January 5th, the cumulative number of cases reached
59, including 7 severe cases and no deaths. The cases occurred between December 12 and December
29, 2019, and were all treated in isolation at WWuhan medical institutions; A total of 163 close contacts have
been tracked, all of them have no abnormal symptoms such as fever.

The Hong Kong Department of Health A notification received a notice saying that 163 close contacts have been
tracked at current. All of them have no abnormal symptoms such as fever. So far, no obvious human-to-human
transmission and medical staff infection have been found. Further, Respiratory pathogens such as influenza, avian
influenza, adenovirus, severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) and Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus
infection (MERS) have been ruled out.

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), it is most likely related to the source of animal infections; but
they do not rule out unknown new coronaviruses. Why is there such a virus? Is it a human-to-human transmission or
animal-to-human transmission? Is there any medicine or treatment for this?

Doctor: If you can't determine which virus for a month, there is a great chance of new viruses

Huang Limin, the chairman of the Taiwan Infectious Diseases Medical Academy and the director of the pediatric
department of the National Taiwan University Hospital, in an interview with the CMmedia, explained first, the current
cause of Wuhan pneumonia is unclear and it is not yet clear which virus it is. “However, because it is a sudden cluster
that affects a lot of people, if you cannot find out which virus is within a month of investigation, the chance of a new
type of virus becomes very high.”

As for the route of transmission of this virus, is it animal-to-human? Still passed from person to person?

Huang Limin said, "Current data shows that these infected people have no evidence of transmission to others, so the
chance of human-to-human transmission is small, and it is more likely that animals in the market transmitted to humans.

Wang Renxian, the attending physician of the Department of Infectious Diseases at the attached hospital of China
Medical University, also said in an interview with the Cmmedia, the current epidemiological data of Wuhan for
unknown cause of pneumonia is not clear. He said "though most of the patients they found were the operators of
seafood restaurant(s), the number of infected people was 27 at first and then became 44. The 17 people in
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the middle becomes the key. To clarify whether these 17 were jointly exposed at the seafood market and
infected by animals or, human-to-human infection?”

Wang Renxian further pointed out that climate change has caused the interface between humans and animals to be
broken, so animal viruses will be transmitted to humans. "This time Wuhan's unknown pneumonia is okay if it is
transmitted from animal to person. It is relatively simple to take precautions and isolate it. If it is transmitted
from person to person, it is more troublesome. However, it looks like it should not be human-to-human. If it
is human-to-human transmission, it will be more infectious, and the number of infections in these days should
be more than that. " He said that, like the MERS that broke out in South Korea in 2015, one of the patients stayed in
the emergency room for 4 days and was infected.

Is there medicine to cure unknown viral pneumonia?

What is the initial symptoms of pneumonia of unknown cause this time? Is it similar to the SARS virus?

Huang Limin pointed out that the symptoms of these viruses are very similar, "All of them are serious respiratory
infections, but the rate of serious illness seems to be relatively low. Serious illness may only account for about 20% of
them. Many of them are mild. When SARS first came out, not everyone was seriously ill. Later, it was found that the
proportion of severe ailments was about 10%.”

Wang Renxian also explained that basically pneumonia virus enters from the upper respiratory tract and slowly walks
to the lower respiratory tract. Most of the symptoms are cough with sputum, chest pain, fever and difficulty in breathing.
"If there is an antibody in the middle, it becomes mild. If no antibody is produced, the virus will become severe once
it reaches the lungs, but a new virus will not easily produce antibodies quickly." He said that all lung infections will die
in about 10 days, with a mortality rate of about 40%. SARS, MERS, avian flu, and acute flu are all the same.

Are there any medicines or treatments that can cure unknown viral pneumonia? Wang Renxian said that there is
no medicine at present, "There is medicine for the flu, and there is no medicine for the lung flu (Miyamoto’s
note: Chinese article is using “Lung Flu” not “pneumonia” here). You need to use non-drug intervention." Huang
Limin also explained that because the virus is uncertain, there is no treatment. "Currently, supportive therapy
should be used to allow these patients to survive the acute stage, and their immunity will slowly recover."

CDA: Those who travel to China should pay attention to "these things"

What is the current situation of epidemic prevention for flights from Taiwan to Wuhan?

The CDA stated that since December 31, 2019, on-board quarantine for direct flights from Wuhan to China has been
launched, 10 flights have been carried out and 867 passengers and crew members have been quarantined. "Among them,
8 patients with mild symptoms returned to their homes after evaluation, including 2 who were diagnosed with flu after
medical treatment, 2 with a common cold, and 1 with bronchial symptoms. The symptoms of the other 3 improved, and
the local government health bureau continued to follow and care for them.

Luo Yijun also reminded the public that if they are going to Wuhan and nearby areas of mainland China in
the near future, they should avoid going to the South China Seafood Market and contact with birds. If they
have fever and respiratory symptoms within 14 days of returning to the country, they should seek medical
treatment as soon as possible, and the physician should report the examination.

Taiwan CDC reiterated again, now is the high season of respiratory diseases such as influenza and pneumonia,
therefore, people and local Taiwanese businessmen who plan to travel to Wuhan, China or nearby areas in the near
future, should wash hands with soap and wear a mask for coughing and avoid contact with wild animals and birds,
access to live poultry markets, or public places such as hospitals.
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