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China disposes of 136,000 tons of medical waste related to Novel Coronavirus

pneumonia
China News Net www.chinanews.com 2020-03-10 14:24 Source: China News Net

China News Agency, Beijing, March 10, 2020: (reporter: Ruan Yulin)

Ministry of Ecology and Environment of the People's Republic of China reported on March 10 that from January 20
to March 7, a total of 136,000 tons of medical waste was disposed of throughout the country, and medical waste related
to the novel coronavirus pneumonia is disposed daily in the elementary sense.

Zhao Qunying, director of the Emergency Management Office of the Ministry of Ecology and Environment, told
reporters in Beijing on March 10 that the Ministry of Ecology and Environment closely monitors the operation of
medical waste disposal facilities. At present, there are 487 centralized medical waste disposal units in 31 provinces,
autonomous regions, municipalities, and 358 cities in the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps. The average
daily actual disposal capacity is 6022 tons, which is an increase in the daily average emergency disposal capacity by
1119.2 tons, an increase of 23% over the daily average disposal capacity of 4902.8 tons before January 20.

According to reports, since the outbreak of the novel coronavirus pneumonia, the amount of medical waste collected
across the country has been increasing. With the increase in disposal capacity, the load rate of centralized disposal
facilities has remained at about 50%, and the overall disposal capacity can meet the needs of medical waste disposal.
For example, on March 7, a total of 3198.7 tons of medical waste were collected nationwide, and 3249.9 tons were
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actually disposed of centrally. The average operating load rate was 54%. From January 20 to March 7, 2020, a total of
136,000 tons of medical waste was disposed of throughout the country, and medical waste related to the novel
coronavirus pneumonia is disposed daily in the elementary sense.

Zhao Qunying said that the pressure on medical waste disposal in Hubei Province and Wuhan is high. At one time,
the accumulation of medical waste occurred in Wuhan. At most, about 190 tons were temporarily stored in the
warehouse, and all of them were cleared and disposed of on March 2. On March 7, Hubei Province ’s daily medical
waste disposal capacity reached an average of 665.6 tons, an increase of 485.6 tons in emergency response capacity, an
increase of 2.7 times from the daily average of 180 tons before January 20. On the same day, Hubei Province collected
390.4 tons of medical waste, and all disposal was completed on that day.

[Editor: Jiang Yuwei]
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