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Annex 2.
Notes on "National Animal Genetic Resources Catalog (Draft for
Comment)”

According to the "Decision of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress on Comprehensively
Prohibiting Illegal Wildlife Trade, Eliminating the Abuse of Wild Animal Eating and Safeguarding People's Health and
Safety" (hereinafter referred to as "Decision") and the relevant provisions of the Animal Husbandry Law of the People ’s
Republic of China, our ministry has formulated the "National Catalogue of Animal Genetic Resources (Draft for
Comments)" (hereinafter referred to as the "Catalogue"), and the relevant situation is now explained as follows.

1. Necessity and basis

Article 2 of the Animal Husbandry Law stipulates: "This Law is applicable to the activities of the protection,
utilization, breeding, breeding, operation, transportation and other activities of the genetic resources of livestock and
poultry within the territory of the People's Republic of China. The term "livestock and poultry" as used in this Law
refers to the livestock and poultry listed in the Catalogue of Genetic Resources for Livestock and Poultry published in
accordance with the provisions of Article 11 of this Law. "Article 11 stipulates: "The administrative department of
animal husbandry and veterinary medicine of the State Council is responsible for organizing the investigation of
livestock and poultry genetic resources, publishing the national livestock and poultry genetic resources status report,
and publishing the catalogue of livestock and poultry genetic resources approved by the State Council." The "Decision"
of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress stipulates: "The administrative department of animal
husbandry and veterinary medicine under the State Council shall formulate and publish a catalog of genetic resources
for livestock and poultry according to law." The formulation of the "Catalogue" is an important measure to implement
the requirements of the "Decision", which is helpful to clarify the scope of application of the "Livestock Law", to
regulate the supervision and management of the livestock industry, correctly handle the relationship between resource
protection and utilization and industrial development, and promote the sustainable health of the livestock industry
development is of great significance to protect people's lives, health and safety.

2. The formulation process and main content

After the release of the "Decision" of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress, our Ministry has
accelerated the formulation of the "Catalogue" on the basis of two nationwide surveys of livestock genetic resources
and understanding of genetic resources, and solicited the opinions of 36 central departments, 31 provincial-level
people's governments and the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps, a special symposium was held to listen to
the opinions of experts and scholars from relevant scientific research institutes, colleges and universities, industry, etc.,
and constantly amended and improved to form the "Catalog." The "Catalogue" includes a total of 31 species of domestic
and traditional livestock and poultry, which basically realizes that domestic livestock and poultry should be listed.



1. 18 species of traditional livestock and poultry. Pig, ordinary cattle, zebu, buffalo, yak, Bos Gaurus, sheep,
goat, horse, donkey, camel, rabbit, chicken, duck, goose, turkey, pigeon, quail

2. 13 species of special livestock and poultry. Japanese deer, red deer, reindeer, alpaca, guinea fowl, pheasant,
francolin, mallard, ostrich, mink, silver fox, blue fox, raccoon and so on.

3. Explanation on several issues
(1) Principles for formulating the "Catalogue". Livestock and poultry refer to domestic animals that have been
domesticated and selected by humans for a long time. They have a certain group size and are used in agricultural
production. The population can be propagated under artificial breeding conditions. It is essentially different from
wild populations, providing humans with products such as meat, eggs, milk, fur, fiber, and medicinal materials,
or meeting the needs of military use and sports. Among them, mammals are domestic animals, and birds are
poultry. In the process of formulating the "Catalogue", based on the actual situation of livestock and poultry
breeding in China, the following four principles are strictly mastered.
1. Adhering to science, the livestock and poultry listed in the "catalogue" must undergo long-term artificial
breeding and domestication, and have stable artificial selection of economic traits;
2. Highlighting safety, give priority to ensuring food safety, public health safety and ecological safety;
3. Respecting national customs, consider factors such as multi-ethnic production and life needs and traditional
culture;
4. Be in line with the global standards, following standard international practices and international customary
practices and so on.

(2) About special livestock and poultry. The special livestock and poultry included in this Catalogue refer to
livestock and poultry other than traditional livestock and poultry, mainly including followings: Japanese deer
have a long breeding history and have formed a perfect industrial system; Red deer, which have traditional
feeding habits in western minority areas such as Xinjiang, Gansu, Ningxia and Inner Mongolia; Reindeer, mainly
distributed in Genhe City and its surrounding areas in Inner Mongolia, is an important means of production and
living for the Ewenki people; Alpaca has a long history of domestication and various uses for introducing breeds;
Guinea fowls, pheasants, partridges, mallards, ostriches (including African ostriches, American ostriches,
Australian ostriches (emu)), etc., are mostly imported from abroad, and the breeding technology is mature; Mink,
silver fox, blue fox, raccoon and other fur animals, China has cultivated domesticated varieties, which are mainly
used for fur processing and product export, not for consumption.

(3) The relationship between the "category" of livestock and poultry in the "Catalogue" and breeds. The 31
types of livestock and poultry listed in the "Catalogue" belong to the category of "species" in animal taxonomy,
and their types are relatively fixed. After a long period of artificial breeding and improvement on the basis of
"species", the varieties with relatively stable genetic traits and different production performances are formed,
and the number of varieties continues to change with breeding innovations and foreign introductions. Livestock
and poultry varieties are subject to review and approval by the National Livestock Genetic Resources Committee,
including local varieties, cultivated varieties and imported varieties.

(4) About the relationship between livestock and poultry and terrestrial wildlife in the "Catalogue". The
"Catalogue" is a supporting catalogue for implementing the "Decision" of the Standing Committee of the
National People's Congress, and is also a supporting catalogue specifically formulated by the "Livestock Law".
The livestock and poultry listed in the "Catalogue" shall be governed by the Animal Husbandry and Veterinary
Department under the Animal Husbandry Law. The wild populations of the species listed in the "Catalogue" and
the terrestrial wildlife outside the "Catalogue" shall be governed by the Forestry and Grassland Department in
accordance with the "Wildlife Protection Law".

(5) About dogs. With the progress of human civilization and the public's concern and preference for animal
protection, dogs have been "specialized" from traditional domestic animals to companion animals. They are
generally not regarded as livestock and poultry in the world, and China should not be included in livestock and
poultry management. The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs is responsible for the interpretation of this
Catalog. During the implementation of the "Catalogue”, if there is a real need for adjustment, the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Affairs shall report to the State Council for approval after careful evaluation and
demonstration based on actual conditions.
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