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The laboratory technician at the Eighth Hospital of Xi’an City was infected after
being vaccinated. Expert says merely a case phenomenon, no need to doubt the

vaccine
Sina News Center news.sina.com.cn 2021-03-20 08:49 Source: Health Times

Original Title: The laboratory technician at the Eighth Hospital of Xi'an City was infected after being
vaccinated. Expert says merely a case phenomenon, no need to doubt the vaccine

(Health Times reporter Wang Zhenya)

In the early morning of March 18, Ms. Liu, an laboratory technician in the isolation area of the Eighth Hospital of
Xi'an, was diagnosed with a case of new coronary pneumonia (common type). At 1:23 pm on March 19, our reporter
from the Health Times called the laboratory of the hospital. The medical staff of the laboratory told us that Ms. Liu had
completed two injections of the novel coronavirus vaccine.

As a key person, medical staff were given priority to the novel coronavirus vaccine. Why do they still get COVID-
19 after being vaccinated?

Zeng Guang, the former chief epidemiologist of the Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention, said that the
protection rate of the novel coronavirus vaccine is not 100%, and it is safer than absolutely safe after vaccination. The
domestic COVID-19 vaccine has been vaccinated for tens of millions of times at home and abroad, and its safety and
effectiveness have been fully confirmed. The public does not need to doubt the domestic vaccine because of this case.

After being vaccinated with the new crown vaccine, why do | still get the virus?
According to information released by Xi’an City, the Eighth Hospital of Xi’an is a designated hospital for patients
with novel coronavirus pneumonia at the provincial and municipal levels. Ms. Liu, who was infected with the novel
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coronavirus, is an technician in the laboratory's isolation and closed ward of the hospital. Since March 4, she has been
working in the isolation area of the hospital, mainly responsible for nucleic acid collection and laboratory testing of
patients in the isolation ward. The joint expert group of Shaanxi province and municipality researched and judged that
Ms. Liu was exposed to accidental infection in an isolated and enclosed ward.

According to information from the Xi'an Municipal People's Government, on December 25, 2020, the novel
coronavirus vaccination for priority group in Shaanxi Province was fully launched. As of January 11, Shaanxi Province
has carried out the first vaccination of 125,000 key personnel including border inspections, customs, airports, and
medical personnel.

"The staff in our inspection department have already been vaccinated for those who can be vaccinated against the
novel coronavirus vaccine. Except for those who do not meet the vaccination requirements, all have been vaccinated."
The medical staff of the laboratory in the hospital told the Health Times reporter that Ms. Liu had already got two doses
of the novel coronavirus vaccine at the end of January and early February, but it is not clear why she was infected with
the virus.

"my country's domestic vaccine is more than 90% effective in preventing severe cases, and the overall protection
rate is more than 70%." Zeng Guang analyzed that the emergence of this case in Xi'an can give us a more comprehensive
understanding of the novel coronavirus vaccine.

Experts say: protection of medical staff cannot relax after being vaccinated

At present, 4 novel coronavirus vaccines have been put on the market conditionally in China. For example, the data
of the novel coronavirus inactivated vaccine developed by China Biology shows that the protective effect of the new
crown vaccine reaches 86%, the effectiveness of preventing moderate cases is 100%, and the effectiveness of preventing
severe cases is 100% [1]. The results of the Phase III clinical trial of the novel cornoavirus vaccine of SINOVAC
(Sinovac Biotech Ltd.) in Turkey showed that the protection rate of the vaccine reached 83.5%, and the protection rate
of severe illness reached 100% [2]. The adenovirus vector novel coronavirus vaccine has a severe protection rate of
more than 90% [3].

When there were no local cases in China for a continuous month, why did a job-related medical staff infection occur
in Xi'an? Zeng Guang pointed out that hospitals that undertake the treatment of patients with the new crown are high-
risk areas for the existence and spread of the virus. Even medical staff cannot completely rule out the possibility of
infection after being vaccinated. It also precisely illustrates the importance of giving priority to the vaccination of
medical staff, and also shows that the protection work of medical staff after vaccination can only be strengthened and
cannot be relaxed.

"The small probability of an infected person in the vaccination group has long been recorded in phase III clinical
trials of vaccines in various countries, and domestic vaccines are no exception." From a professional point of view,
Zeng Guang is concerned about two issues of infection after vaccination. First, is the patient a non-severe case, and
how is the treatment progress? Secondly, so far, the nucleic acid tests of thousands of people around are all negative.
Can it indicate that it is not highly infectious? All of the above are subject to further evaluation.

Since March 4th, 33 staff members who have worked in an isolated and closed ward with Ms. Liu have all negative
nucleic acid test results, and they all have been under intensive medical isolation and observation.

[1] "The annual output of up to 3 billion doses, Yu Qingming the representative of the National People's Congress,
and the chairman of Sinopharm Holding"said the number of Sinopharm's new crown vaccine". Health Times. March
14, 2021. https://baijiahao.baidu.com/s? id=1693267922853987808&wfr=spider&for=pc
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