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Taiwan confirmed a newly local case of COVID-19

The health unit has initiated epidemic investigation and prevention measures

Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2020-12-09 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Central Epidemic Command Center announced today (9) a new confirmed case of COVID-19 in China (Case
16816), a Taiwanese woman in her 20s. She used to be a laboratory researcher at the Genomic Research Center of
Academia Sinica. She has no recent entry and exit records and has received 2 doses of Modena vaccine. The case had
been exposed to the pathogen during work in mid-November, and was currently asymptomatic. She began to develop
a mild cough on November 26, and intensified on December 4, and developed abnormal smell and taste on December
8. After seeking medical examination, she was diagnosed today.

The command center explained that in response to this local confirmed case, the command center has initially listed
a total of 85 relevant contacts. All of them have been placed in a centralized quarantine station for isolation and


https://www.cdc.gov.tw/Bulletin/Detail/o-9C7vcqy3glqLxfaZr0rA?typeid=9

inspection. One of them is negative, and the remaining contacts continue to be listed. The command center further
explained that after receiving the notification from the hospital, the disease control physicians and colleagues were
immediately arranged to investigate at the laboratory. At the same time, the expert advisory group Zhang Shangchun
convened and held a meeting to discuss the epidemic and prevention measures. Measures include:
1. The laboratory where the case belongs is suspended, and all personnel on the same floor are isolated at home.
2. Read the laboratory entry and exit records and video tapes to grasp possible contacts and understand the
operation situation.
3. All the staff in the laboratory stopped working on December 10, and self-monitored their health from the 9th,
and contact the health unit immediately if they feel unwell.
4. The Academia Sinica is required to submit an investigation and review report within 10 days, and the command
center will send an investigation team of biosafety experts to the laboratory for investigation.

The command center further pointed out that in accordance with the "Laboratory Biosafety Guidelines for the Novel
Coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2)" set by the center, laboratories are requested to implement and check relevant regulations,
and also remind relevant personnel to pay attention to the following matters to ensure their own safety:

1. The staff of relevant laboratories engaged in SARS-CoV-2 inspection and research should implement health

monitoring.

2. If laboratory staff have any suspicious symptoms of infection, they should take the initiative to notify the
laboratory supervisor and seek medical evaluation as soon as possible, and take the initiative to inform the
physician of the relevant exposure risks when seeking medical attention.

3. The laboratories involved in the operation of SARS-CoV-2 inspection and research should complete the COVID-
19 vaccination as soon as possible.

4. The biosafety committee of each establishment shall implement the health monitoring and management of
laboratory staff.
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