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61 new confirmed cases of border interception of Omicron subtype variants BA.4

and BA.5 imported from abroad
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2022-06-27 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Central Epidemic Command Center announced today (June 27) that 61 new cases of border interception of
Omicron subtype variants BA.4 and BA.S were confirmed.

The command center said, 8 strains of Omicron BA.4 and 53 strains of Omicron BA.5 were newly detected in
domestic and overseas immigration cases (Miyamoto’s note: 91 imported cases in total were found on the day) ; the
cases are 40 males and 21 females, aged between under 10 years old to over 60 years old, and the date of entry is from
June 10 to June 18, 2022. Among them, Omicron BA.4 were detected from people coming from the United States (3
cases), Singapore (2 cases), France, Malaysia and the United Arab Emirates (1 case each); Omicron BA.5 were detected
from the United States (13 cases) , Germany and France (6 cases each), Singapore (4 cases), the United Kingdom (3
cases), Thailand, Turkey, Denmark (2 cases each), Spain, Malaysia, Japan, South Korea, Poland, Nigeria, Indonesia,
the Netherlands, India , Belgium, Norway, Saudi Arabia, Kenya, the United Arab Emirates (1 case each), and the other
infected country is under investigation.

The command center further stated, the recent BA.5 virus strain has caused a rapid regain of the epidemic situation
in Portugal and Israel. The recent regain of the epidemic situation in the United Kingdom, France and Singapore is all
assessed to be related to the spread of BA.4 and BA.5. Macau’s recent outbreak is also brought by BA.5. In other
neighboring countries, New Zealand, Australia, South Korea, Japan and Indonesia all have community infection cases.
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Among them, New Zealand and Australia assess that it may become the mainstream strain in the country in the future.

The command center emphasized that according to the existing research, the probability of serious illness caused by
BA.4 and BA.5 is not significantly higher, but the infectivity has increased, and it still needs to be closely monitored
and the vaccination rate should be increased. Vaccination against COVID-19 can reduce the risk of severe illness,
hospitalization or death from contracting COVID-19, and the command center urges the public to complete the
vaccination as soon as possible to gain protection.
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