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In response to the ongoing COVID-19 epidemic and the influx of people entering
and leaving the country during the Spring Festival, the CDC will provide COVID-
19 home rapid screening at designated points at Taoyuan International Airport
starting from January 3, 2024. Passengers are welcome to collect it when entering
and leaving the country, and the public is reminded to get the COVID-19 XBB

vaccine as soon as possible.
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2024-01-05 Source: Disease Control
Department

January 02, the Department of Disease Control and Prevention (hereinafter referred to as the CDC) announced that
there were 350 new confirmed local cases (complications) of COVID-19 in China last week (2023/12/26-2024/01/01),
an increase from the previous week (2023/12/19-2023/12/25). There were 324 new cases, and 98% of the new cases
have not been vaccinated against the COVID-19 XBB. There were also 38 new deaths last week, which was equivalent
to the 37 new deaths the previous week. All of the new deaths had not received the COVID-19 XBB vaccine. The
domestic epidemic situation has increased recently, and the risk of complications and death continues. The global
COVID-19 positivity rate is increasing, and the positivity rate is at a high point or is rising in many regions. The number
of cases in neighboring Southeast Asian countries is also on the rise. It is necessary to closely monitor the changes in
the epidemic situation.

The CDC stated that based on the total number of mutant strains monitored in the past four weeks, the majority of
locally detected virus strains were EG.5 (69%), followed by JN.1 (14%) and XBB.1.9.1 (6%); most of the virus strains
detected overseas are JN.1 (39%), followed by EG.5 (34%) and BA.2.86 (5%). In addition, the COVID-19 epidemic
has increased in China recently, and elderly people over 65 years old account for 78% of complications; elderly people
over 65 years old accounted for 90% of the death cases; since the COVID-19 XBB vaccine was launched on September
26 last year (2023), 99% of the locally reported confirmed complications and deaths were those who had not received
the COVID-19 XBB vaccine. A total of 864,000 people have been vaccinated against the new coronavirus XBB vaccine
in China. Last week (12/25-12/31), 105,000 people were vaccinated, which was a new single-week high since the
vaccination started at the end of September, which also increased by 56% from 67,000 people in the previous week
(12/18-12/24), indicating that people’s willingness to be vaccinated continues to increase.

According to CDC, in response to the recent increase in the global incidence of respiratory diseases and the
approaching Lunar New Year, it is expected that the number of inbound and outbound passengers will increase sharply
in the future, which may increase the risk of virus transmission, in order to protect public health, the Department of
Disease Control and Prevention announced that starting tomorrow (3rd), one box of COVID-19 home rapid screening
reagents per person is provided at designated points at Taoyuan International Airport for inbound and outbound
passengers to pick up freely for use when they have symptoms, which can timely identify whether it is COVID-19
infection and facilitate subsequent medical diagnosis and treatment. The aforementioned COVID-19 home rapid
screening measures are scheduled to be available from 7:00 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. every day starting from January 3, 2024,
there are 4 locations in the pick-up hall and departure hall of Taoyuan International Airport Terminal 1 and Terminal 2
(as shown in the attached picture), passengers are provided with free pick-up when entering and exiting the country.
One box per person (approximately 4 or 5 doses depending on the number of boxes in stock) is expected to be
implemented at least until after the Spring Festival holiday.

The CDC urges people, at the beginning of the new year, there will be many people participating in various tourism
and gathering activities. People should get the COVID-19 XBB vaccine as early as possible before going abroad. They
must wash their hands frequently, wear masks and pay attention to personal hygiene when they go abroad. If they have
respiratory symptoms, they should seek medical treatment as soon as possible; If you feel unwell when entering the
country, you should proactively notify the airport quarantine personnel; You should continue to pay attention to your
health condition after returning to your country, and if you have fever or acute respiratory symptoms, you should wear
a mask and seek medical attention as soon as possible, and proactively provide TOCC (travel history, occupation,
contact history, and whether you have gathered in groups) and other information so that doctors can evaluate and report
timely diagnosis and obtain comprehensive medical care. In addition, it is recommended to wear a mask to protect your
own health if you are in a place where crowds of people gather where it is impossible to keep a proper distance or
where ventilation is poor, or when you are in close contact with the elderly or those with low immunity; If you have
fever or suspected symptoms such as cough, runny nose, sore throat, etc., please seek medical treatment as soon as
possible and rest at home, avoid contact with vulnerable groups, and protect yourself and others.
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