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Taiwan added a new imported case last week; WHO announced that the Mpox
epidemic continues to be a public health emergency of international concern,
urging the public to implement self-protection measures, and those who are eligible

for the vaccine should get 2 doses ASAP.
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2025-03-04 Source: Department of
Disease Control

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) announced today (4): The World Health Organization (WHO) convened the
third International Health Regulations Emergency Committee on February 25, 2025, since the Mpox epidemic is still
spreading in many countries around the world, especially in high-risk groups and some epidemic hotspots, experts have
discussed and confirmed that the current international Mpox epidemic still meets the PHEIC standard. In order to
effectively control this wave of epidemic, WHO also announced the revised version of the temporary recommended
guidelines for Mpox on February 27, of which content includes: continue to invest resources for emergency
collaboration, strengthen monitoring and reporting, provide patients with comprehensive clinical care, establish
crossborder cooperation, romote vaccination, protect the community and strengthen risk communication, improve
national prevention and control funds and governance efficiency, and continue research and development. These eight
measures are provided for ountries to formulate relevant epidemic prevention measures.

The global acne epidemic continues, with about 3,120 new cases in February this year, and a total of about 7,920
cases from the beginning of this year to February 28, mainly occurs in Africa, and Asian countries including Australia,
China, the Philippines, Thailand, Singapore, Hong Kong, Vietnam, New Zealand, etc. continue to report sporadic
outbreaks. From 2022 to February 28 this year, a total of 131 countries (/regions) have reported about 128,000
confirmed cases worldwide, mostly concentrated in Africa, followed by the Americas; Among them, the eastern part of
the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Burundi have had an outbreak of subtype Ib since May last year, in addition
to endemic countries in Africa, cases of Ib have also been reported in many countries including the United States,
Canada, China, Thailand, India, and Sweden. CDC’s international travel advisory level for the epidemic has listed five
countries, including the Democratic Republic of the Congo, urundi, Brazil, Australia, and Uganda, as the secondlevel
warning (Alert), and has listed 10 countries, including the United States, Spain, Mainland China (excluding Hong Kong
and Macau), Germany, Canada, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, Japan, Hong Kong, and the Philippines, as the first-level warning
(Watch).

The CDC pointed out that Taiwan has classified M-pox as a Category Il statutory infectious disease since June 23,
2022, and there was 1 new imported case, a male in his 30s from the north, infected in Thailand last week (2/26-3/3),
and a total of 455 cases have been confirmed (425 local cases and 28 imported cases) as of March 03 this year. Among
them, there have been 2 local cases and 1 imported case this year. There are currently no cases of infection with the
Mpox clade I virus strain, but we must be mindful of the risk of domestic transmission from imported cases. In particular,
the Water Splashing Festival in Southeast Asian countries will begin in mid-April and is expected to attract tourists
from all over the world to gather and celebrate. People are reminded that if they are expected to have risky behaviors
before traveling, or CDC will call on people who are eligible for publicly funded smallpox vaccination, including: those
who have engaged in risky sexual behavior in the past year (for example: multiple sexual partners, including having
sex with more than one person at different times, sex trade service providers, those who have sex in business premises,
etc.); Have had sexually transmitted diseases such as syphilis or gonorrhea in the past; Or if the sexual contact partner
has any of the above conditions, two doses of M smallpox vaccine should be completed as soon as possible, which can
provide more than 90% protection; and those who have not yet completed the second dose are encouraged to complete
it as soon as possible. Currently, there are 270 cooperative medical institutions in Taiwan that can provide publicly
funded smallpox vaccination services. For related information, please visit the CDC Global Information
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Network/Smallpox Zone/Smallpox Vaccine/Smallpox Vaccination Service Cooperative Medical Institutions
(https ://gov.tw/3SG) for enquiry. In addition, those who are not eligible for the publicly funded M-vaccination and
who are considered to be at risk of exposure by a physician, can go to 8 travel medicine agencies nationwide Medical
contract hospitals provide smallpox vaccinations at their own expense. Can visit the CDC Global Information
Network/International Travel and Health/Travel Medicine Clinic for inquiries.

The CDC urges the public to implement self-protection measures when traveling to epidemic areas or domestic risky
places, and avoid risky places such as social activities where they may have close contact with unspecified people. At
the same time, the public must pay attention to your own or others' symptoms and be sure to protect yourself
appropriately to reduce the risk of exposure. If suspected symptoms such as skin lesions occur, such as rash, blisters,
macules, maculopapular rashes, pustules, etc., as well as fever, chills/shivering, headache, muscle pain, swollen lymph
nodes (such as around the ears, armpits, neck or groin, etc.), seek medical treatment as soon as possible, wearing mask,
and actively inform your doctor of your travel history, exposure history to high-risk areas, and contact history. For
related information, please visit the CDC Global Information Network https://www.cdc.gov.tw) or call the domestic
toll-free epidemic prevention hotline 1922 (or 0800-001922)..
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