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Taiwan reported 2 new cases of severe neonatal enterovirus infection, urging the

public to continue taking protective measures during the epidemic.
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2025-08-19 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) announced today (August 19) that 2 new cases of severe enterovirus infection
in newborns have been reported in Taiwan: a baby boy (Case 1) in the central region and a baby girl (Case 2) in the
southern region. They developed symptoms in late July and early August, respectively. (Case 1) is a baby boy less than
one month old in central Taiwan, and (Case 2) is a baby girl less than one month old in southern Taiwan. They developed
symptoms in late July and early August, respectively. Case 1 developed a poor appetite and jaundice on the eighth day
after birth and was treated at a clinic. Four days later, he developed a rapid heartbeat and low blood oxygen levels,
leading to his transfer to the hospital emergency department and hospitalization. During his hospitalization, he
developed abnormal liver function, low platelets, and coagulation abnormalities, symptoms suggestive of sepsis. Case
2 developed a rash and lethargy on the fifth day after birth. The next day, she returned for examination due to decreased
appetite, energy, and neonatal jaundice and found that her inflammatory index was abnormal. She was referred to the
hospital for treatment, then suspected signs of sepsis such as hypothermia, abnormal coagulation function, and skin
ecchymosis appeared. After reporting and testing, the 2 cases were confirmed to be infected with enterovirus Echovirus
type 11 with severe complications, and are currently receiving treatment in the intensive care unit.

According to CDC surveillance data, In the past two weeks, the number of outpatient and emergency department
visits for enterovirus has shown a slow upward trend, and in Week 33 (Aug. 10 to 16), there were 7,291 outpatient and
emergency department visits, increased by 5.3% compared to the previous week (6,922 visits). Laboratory surveillance
over the past four weeks showed that Echovirus type 11 was the most prevalent enterovirus in the community, with
new cases of severe neonatal Echovirus 11 infection last week, indicating a continued risk of severe neonatal illness.
This year, 13 cases of severe enterovirus infection (including 7 deaths) have been confirmed in total, remaining the
highest number for the same period in the past six years. Among these cases, there have been 10 confirmed cases of
severe enterovirus infection in neonates including 6 deaths, all infected with Echovirus type 11.

The CDC stated that the risk of severe complications from enterovirus infection in newborns remains, and expectant
mothers should remain vigilant. If there should be any symptoms such as fever, respiratory infection, or diarrhea 14
days before or after delivery, it is recommended to seek medical attention immediately and notify doctor(s). Avoid
crowded or poorly ventilated public places and contact with symptomatic individuals before and after delivery, and,
practice handwashing and respiratory hygiene. Since enteroviruses are easily transmitted between siblings and in
settings where there is frequent human contact, during summer vacation period, breastfeeding children are encouraged
to participate in activities such as nursery schools, summer camps, and child-friendly activities. In order to reduce the
risk of disease transmission, relevant institutions or places should keep the environment where children interact clean
and ventilated, and regularly use 500ppm chlorine-containing bleach to disinfect surfaces frequently touched by
children. Hospital nurseries, child care centers and postpartum care homes should step up efforts to ask pregnant women
and their family members (including other children at home) whether they have suspected symptoms 14 days before
delivery, and implement visitor management and infection control measures. If a suspected cluster infection of
enterovirus is found, it should be reported and appropriate prevention and control measures should be taken.

The CDC reminds that in the early stage of enterovirus infection, newborns may experience fever or low temperature,
poor vitality, and less milk intake. if not treated in time, it may develop into severe diseases such as myocarditis,
hepatitis, encephalitis, and multiple organ failure, which are seriously life-threatening. If the above symptoms occur,
be sure to take them to the doctor as soon as possible. In addition, if your baby is diagnosed with enterovirus infection
by a doctor, pay attention to whether they have signs of severe symptoms. If you experience symptoms that indicate
severe enterovirus disease, such as drowsiness, confusion, poor energy, weakness or numbness in the hands and feet,
muscle twitches (unexplained startle or sudden muscle contraction of the whole body), persistent vomiting, rapid
breathing or heartbeat, please seek medical treatment at a large hospital as soon as possible. For related information,
please visit the CDC Global Information Network (https://www.cdc.gov.tw) or call the toll-free epidemic prevention
hotline 1922 (or 0800-001922).
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